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Oil wars drive energy and cost-of-living shocks, and climate
change will make it worse, say former defence leaders.

Only an end to fossil fuel use can stop this economic and security threat.

The Australian Security Leaders Climate Group (ASLCG) has called on the Australian government to
heed the warning from the Persian Gulf war and oil crisis, and plan an energy transition to stop the
economic and security threats of oil dependency.

The group warns that wars and geopolitical conflict have historically triggered severe global oil price
shocks, and Australia’s reliance on imported oil means those shocks rapidly translate into economic
stress for Australian households and businesses, and impact security planning.

Air Vice-Marshal John Blackburn AO (Retd), a leading expert in energy security, warns: “Australia’s
heavy reliance on foreign oil, and fertiliser prices governed by the global gas market, leaves us
dangerously exposed to global disruption and supply-chain crises.”

“Middle East conflicts drive energy shocks,” says Blackburn. “Wars In 1956, 1967 and 1973, and
involving Iraq and Iran from 1979 to 1991, caused energy crises and price shocks. In Australia, that
shock is made worse by our dependence on imported oil, and on gas sold at world prices.”

“A sustained closure of the Strait of Hormuz would severely interrupt petrochemical feedstocks
fundamental to apparel and fertilizer production, copper and nickel mining and microchip manufacture.
Food prices and transport costs would skyrocketed, triggering economic recession or worse.”

Admiral Chris Barrie, former Chief of the Defence Force, adds: “The intersection of climate change and
security demands immediate action. Our future stability depends on a rapid shift to clean, domestic
energy.”

“Global warming has already driven food shortages, social conflict and war in the Middle East and North
Africa, including Syria, the Arab Spring, and across the Sahel. From a security perspective, global
warming means increasing conflicts over water and food and resources, resulting in social breakdown,
war and more severe fossil-fuel energy crises. Climate change is affecting human security across the
Middle East.”

The security leaders say Australia needs a comprehensive climate and energy security plan because
fossil-fuel energy dependence is a national security threat.

Only by replacing fossil fuels with clean, renewable wind, solar, batteries, hydro, and geo-thermal
energy, along with cleaner renewable fuels produced in Australia, can we help the world avoid both
instability and conflict driven by unlivable heat and declining crop yields, and at the same time avoid
more severe energy price shocks and the economic disruption they cause.

The ASLCG has today released an Open Letter, published in national media, urging the Australian
Government to treat fossil-fuel dependency as a national security risk and accelerate Australia’s

transition to renewable energy and electrified transport.

For further information or interviews, please contact: Luke Taylor — 0449 641 160

The Australian Security L eaders Climate Group is a non-partisan network of Australian security and policy professionals that is working to reframe the climate debate and make climate
an immediate security priority in Australia, through assessing the full level of risk posed by climate change and building resilience for local and global protection.


https://www.aslcg.org/
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	​8. Policy Priorities to Accelerate Australia’s Transition to Renewable Energy and Electrified Transport​​To strengthen energy security, reduce dependence on imported oil, and cut emissions, Australia should implement a coordinated set of policies to accelerate the transition to renewable energy and electrified transport. 
	1. Accelerate the Renewable Energy Transition​Expand investment in wind, solar, batteries and pumped hydro, while accelerating grid upgrades and transmission infrastructure needed to support rapid electrification of transport and industry. 
	2. Strengthen Electric Vehicle Incentives​Reintroduce targeted EV purchase incentives, particularly for households and fleets, and maintain tax benefits such as the Fringe Benefits Tax exemption for electric vehicles. 
	3. Instant Tax Write-Offs for Business EV Purchases​Allow instant asset write-offs for businesses purchasing electric vehicles and charging infrastructure to accelerate fleet electrification and increase the supply of second-hand EVs. 
	4. Encourage EV Use Through Road Incentives​Introduce reduced tolls for electric vehicles and other temporary incentives to support the transition away from petrol and diesel vehicles. 
	5. Electrify Short and Medium-Distance Freight​Establish a national program to accelerate the replacement of short- and medium-distance freight trucks with electric alternatives, supported by targeted incentives for fleet operators. 
	6. Expand Fast Charging Infrastructure​Conduct an urgent review of fast-charging regulations and approvals to remove barriers and accelerate the rollout of high-capacity charging networks across cities, highways and regional areas. 
	7. Electrify and expand rail networks​Develop a national plan for battery-electric locomotives charging via targeted catenary or existing electrified sections, enabled by transport electrification advances. 




