
Australia’s dependence on fossil fuels is a critical 
economic and security vulnerability.

Major confl icts in Ukraine and in the Middle East — 
including the Suez crisis, two Arab-Israeli wars, and 
the Iran-Iraq war — have all caused energy supply 
and economic shocks. 

Today, Australia is particularly exposed. Our heavy 
reliance on imported oil, and gas prices now tied to 
global markets, mean higher costs for Australian 
households and businesses. 

Any sustained closure of the Strait of Hormuz shipping 
route interrupts the global petrol and diesel supply, 
and the petrochemical feedstocks essential for fertiliser 
production, apparel manufacturing, copper and 
nickel mining, microchip production and much else. 
The consequences are rising food prices, higher transport 
costs and potentially severe economic disruption.

At the same time, climate change, driven by fossil fuel 
use and subsidies, is increasing instability and confl ict. 

Food shortages, water stress and extreme heat have 
already contributed to social breakdown across the 
Middle East and North Africa, including the Syrian civil 
war and the Arab Spring. As global warming intensifi es, 
competition for water, food and resources including 
oil will further increase the risks of insecurity and war. 
And the confl icts themselves add to climate change 
with increased military and reconstruction emissions.

These risks are connected. Continuing fossil fuel 
dependence, let alone the government’s current support 
for expansion, intensifi es climate change, creating a 
growing threat to Australia’s economic and national 
security.

We call on the Australian Government to accelerate the 
transition to clean, domestic energy. Rapidly expanding 
renewable energy — including wind, solar, batteries, 
hydro and renewable fuels produced in Australia — and 
electrifying our transport system with home-grown energy 
will strengthen Australia’s security, reduce exposure to 
global energy shocks and help limit the escalating risks 
driven by climate change.

Protecting Australians by accelerating the renewable energy rollout is now a security priority.
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