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Former defence chief urges Australian Government to follow UK lead on climate security

The Australian Security Leaders Climate Group (ASLCG) is calling on the Australian Government to follow the
UK’s lead and embed climate risk directly into national-security planning, warning that the rapidly intensifying El
Nifio makes action increasingly urgent.

UK Foreign Secretary Ed Miliband overnight in New York called for climate and nature risks to be embedded in
national-security systems, threat assessments and contingency planning — making climate breakdown the
business of “the generals, not just the green campaigners”. He outlined measures including stronger forecasting
and early-warning systems, more resilient food, health and critical infrastructure, improved disaster-risk finance,
and accelerated emissions reduction and clean energy all with significant funding.

Miliband also took the findings of the UK’s climate and nature national-security assessment to foreign ministers in
New York, warning that El Nifio will intensify climate shocks across borders, threatening food and water security,
displacing communities, disrupting markets and damaging economies.

Former Chief of the Australian Defence Force and ASLCG Executive Member Admiral Chris Barrie AC (Ret) said
the UK approach provided a practical model for Australia.

“One of Australia’s oldest and closest security partners has recognised that climate change can no longer
sit at the margins of national-security policy. The UK is showing what it means to treat climate security
seriously, assess the risks, bring them into the national-security system, share what can responsibly be
made public, and prepare for the consequences.”

He said the approach was particularly relevant to Australia, where the Office of National Intelligence completed
an assessment of the national-security implications of climate change in 2022, but the assessment remains
classified.

“Australia commissioned its own national-security assessment four years ago, yet Australians still have
remarkably little visibility of what it found or how those findings are shaping national-security policy. The
UK approach provides a model Australia should examine closely. If climate security is national security, as
the Prime Minister told Climate Week this week, then climate risk needs to be embedded throughout our
national-security architecture, including defence, intelligence, foreign policy, contingency planning and
regional security.”

ASLCG said the extraordinary El Nifio now developing added urgency to the need for action. Miliband warned
foreign ministers this week that the event is expected to be the most intense in living memory and could
compound climate shocks across borders.

ASLCG wrote to the Australian Government earlier this year warning specifically of the national and regional
food-security risks associated with a powerful El Nifio and advocating measures to strengthen Australia’s
preparedness, as outlined in its report, Recipe for Food Insecurity: War, Fertiliser and the El Nifio.

Separate research released this week by the University of Chicago’s Climate Impact Lab estimates that the
additional heat associated with the current El Nifio could contribute to approximately 451,000 additional deaths
globally over the nine months to February 2027. The research projects around 239,000 additional heat deaths
over the next six months alone. This is the kind of immediate, cascading threat that must now be incorporated
into Australia’s national-security planning, preparedness and regional response.

“We are not talking about an abstract risk decades into the future. A major climate-security stress test is
unfolding now. The coming months will place additional pressure on food systems, communities,
economies and governments across our region and globally. There is no time to lose in building the
preparedness and resilience these risks demand.”

Admiral Barrie said Australia should urgently establish a clear whole-of-government climate-security framework,
regularly assess national climate-security risks, and provide Australians with appropriate public information about

those risks and the government’s response.

For further information or interviews: Luke Taylor P: +61 449 641 160 E: info@aslcg.org
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