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Monday 21 September 2026 

Albanese must match climate words in New York with action at home 

As Prime Minister Anthony Albanese prepares to take Australia’s climate message to New York, the Australian 
Security Leaders Climate Group (ASLCG) says genuine climate leadership must be measured by what Australia 
does at home, not simply by what it says on the international stage. 

The Prime Minister is scheduled to give the opening keynote address at Climate Week NYC on Monday 21 
September, titled: “The new stakes: Climate security is national security”.  Climate Week NYC takes place alongside 
the United Nations General Assembly, at a time when climate risks are intensifying, a strong El Niño is underway 
and forecast to potentially reach record strength and Australia’s Pacific neighbours continue to call for stronger 
action on fossil fuels. 

ASLCG says real climate security leadership requires the government to act on the science, listen to our Pacific 
neighbours, end the contradiction of expanding fossil fuels while claiming climate leadership, and tell Australians 
plainly about the full impacts and threats we now face. 

Former Chief of the Australian Defence Force, Admiral Chris Barrie AC (Ret), said: “Australia cannot credibly claim 
climate-security leadership overseas while failing to confront the scale of climate risk at home, including continuing 
to approve new and expanded fossil-fuel developments.” 

Since taking office in 2022, the Albanese Government has approved 37 new, expanded or extended coal, oil and 
gas developments, according to analysis.  

Admiral Barrie said: “It is beyond disappointing that Climate Change Minister Chris Bowen says he will not use his 
COP Presidency to advance one of the Pacific’s central climate priorities — accelerating the transition away from 
fossil fuels — and saying that curtailing Australian coal and gas exports is ‘not on the agenda’ under his leadership.” 

ASLCG says climate change should be Australia’s highest-priority security concern: it affects food and water 
security, critical infrastructure, communities, regional stability and economic resilience.  

“The question for governments is no longer whether climate disruption will create serious security 
consequences, but how severe those consequences will become and how well prepared Australia will be to 
withstand them.” 

“If the Prime Minister is going to New York to say climate security is national security, Australians are entitled to ask 
a very simple question: where is the plan? The government has yet to set out a clear climate-security framework 
showing how escalating climate risks are being incorporated across defence strategy, foreign policy, regional 
security, intelligence and national security decision-making.” 

ASLCG says Australians also deserve much greater transparency on the issue. The government commissioned the 
Office of National Intelligence to assess the national-security implications of climate change in 2022, but that report 
remains classified, despite a Senate committee subsequently recommending that a declassified version be tabled in 
Parliament.  

And Australia’s first domestic National Climate Risk Assessment was released in September 2025, but Dr Andrew 
Watkins, a lead author of the assessment, said that in the 12 months since its release, Australia has taken “little 
concrete action” to address the urgent climate risks identified.  

Admiral Barrie said: “The Prime Minister should be telling Australians what the government understands about the 
security consequences of worsening climate extremes. Australians should not have to wait until climate impacts 
become emergencies before the government acts.” 

He said: “The test of climate leadership is not ambition written in a speech. It is whether governments are prepared 
to make decisions proportionate to the risks the science is telling us we face, and then implement them.” 

For further information or interviews, please contact: ​
Luke Taylor P: +61 449 641 160 E: info@aslcg.org​
​
The Australian Security Leaders Climate Group is a new non-partisan network of Australian security and policy professionals that is working to reframe the climate debate and make 
climate an immediate security priority in Australia, through assessing the full level of risk posed by climate change and building resilience for local and global protection. 

https://www.aslcg.org/
https://www.aslcg.org/
https://www.aslcg.org/
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As Prime Minister Anthony Albanese prepares to take Australia’s climate message to New York, the 
Australian Security Leaders Climate Group (ASLCG) says genuine climate leadership must be measured by what 
Australia does at home, not simply by what it says on the international stage. 

The Prime Minister is scheduled to give the opening keynote address at Climate Week NYC on Monday 21 
September, titled: “The new stakes: Climate security is national security”.  Climate Week NYC takes place alongside 
the United Nations General Assembly, at a time when climate risks are intensifying, a strong El Niño is underway 
and forecast to potentially reach record strength and Australia’s Pacific neighbours continue to call for stronger 
action on fossil fuels. 

ASLCG says real climate security leadership requires the government to act on the science, listen to our Pacific 
neighbours, end the contradiction of expanding fossil fuels while claiming climate leadership, and tell Australians 
plainly about the full impacts and threats we now face. 

Former Chief of the Australian Defence Force, Admiral Chris Barrie AC (Ret), said: “Australia cannot credibly claim 
climate-security leadership overseas while failing to confront the scale of climate risk at home, including continuing 
to approve new and expanded fossil-fuel developments.” 

Since taking office in 2022, the Albanese Government has approved 37 new, expanded or extended coal, oil and 
gas developments, according to Climate Council analysis.  

Admiral Barrie said: “It is beyond disappointing that Climate Change Minister Chris Bowen says he will not use his 
COP Presidency to advance one of the Pacific’s central climate priorities — accelerating the transition away from 
fossil fuels — and saying that curtailing Australian coal and gas exports is ‘not on the agenda’ under his leadership.” 

ASLCG says climate change should be Australia’s highest-priority security concern: it affects food and water 
security, critical infrastructure, communities, regional stability and economic resilience.  

“The question for governments is no longer whether climate disruption will create serious security 
consequences, but how severe those consequences will become and how well prepared Australia will be to 
withstand them.” 

“If the Prime Minister is going to New York to say climate security is national security, Australians are entitled to ask 
a very simple question: where is the plan? The government has yet to set out a clear climate-security framework 
showing how escalating climate risks are being incorporated across defence strategy, foreign policy, regional 
security, intelligence and national security decision-making.” 

ASLCG says Australians also deserve much greater transparency on the issue. The government commissioned the 
Office of National Intelligence to assess the national-security implications of climate change in 2022, but that report 
remains classified, despite a Senate committee subsequently recommending that a declassified version be tabled in 
Parliament.  

Ian Dunlop, former Chair of the Australian Coal Association, said: “Global emissions must fall rapidly if we are to 
have any real prospect of avoiding a catastrophic future. Yet Australia’s continued fossil-fuel expansion is simply 
pouring more fuel on the climate bonfire. The government knows the scale of the risk from its own 2022 analysis, 
but continues to refuse to face the facts.” 

And Australia’s first domestic National Climate Risk Assessment was released in September 2025, but Dr Andrew 
Watkins, a lead author of the assessment, said this week that in the 12 months since its release, Australia has 
taken “little concrete action” to address the urgent climate risks identified.  

Admiral Barrie said: “The Prime Minister should be telling Australians what the government understands about the 
security consequences of worsening climate extremes. Australians should not have to wait until climate impacts 
become emergencies before the government acts.” 

He said: “The test of climate leadership is not ambition written in a speech. It is whether governments are prepared 
to make decisions proportionate to the risks the science is telling us we face, and then implement them.” 
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​
Backgrounder​
Australia’s Climate Security Gap 
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese is due to address Climate Week NYC on Monday 
21 September under the theme “Climate security is national security.” 

ASLCG position 

●​ Who we are: Australian Security Leaders Climate Group (ASLCG) brings together former senior military, 
defence, national-security, policy and risk professionals with deep experience in security decision-making. 

●​ Our concern: The gap between Australia’s climate-security rhetoric and its domestic policy has real 
security consequences for Australia, the Pacific and globally.  

●​ What needs to change: ASLCG is calling for a whole-of-government climate-security response that 
matches the scale of the risks Australia faces. That means rapidly reducing emissions and ending further 
fossil-fuel expansion, developing a clear national climate-security framework, integrating climate risk into 
defence, foreign policy and regional security decision-making, responding transparently to the findings of 
national climate-risk assessments, strengthening preparedness and resilience at home, and working more 
closely with Pacific nations whose security concerns are increasingly shaped by climate change.  

●​ Available expertise: ASLCG has developed a Climate & Security Action Plan for Australia and a 
Climate-First Foreign Policy for Australia and says that expertise is available to the government. 

Key points 

●​ Australia’s responsibility: Australia is the world’s largest coal exporter, accounting for one-third of the 
global trade in the commodity in 2025, and the fifth largest gas exporter. Australian fossil fuel exports 
are ranked second for climate footprint globally. 

●​ Australia’s actions: Australia has a goal of net zero emissions by 2050 which was legislated in 2022, 
and in 2025 it announced an interim target of 62% to 70% reduction on 2005 emissions by 2035. But 
Australia’s domestic emissions from fossil fuels have barely fallen over the last two decades.  

●​ 37 fossil-fuel approvals: Since coming to power in 2022, the Albanese Australian Government has 
approved 37 new, expanded or extended coal, oil and gas developments. The latest tally includes the 
September 2026 expansion of BHP’s Saraji coal mine.  

●​ Pacific pressure: Pacific governments have repeatedly pressed for stronger action on fossil fuels and 
have consistently framed climate change as a major regional security threat. Australia’s continuing 
fossil-fuel expansion sits uneasily with those regional security concerns. 

●​ COP leadership and fossil fuels: Australia has a major role in COP31, with Climate Change Minister 
Chris Bowen leading the negotiations and the government saying this will give Australia and the Pacific 
unprecedented influence over global climate deliberations. That makes Australia’s policy of expanding 
fossil-fuel exports especially significant, particularly since Minister Bowen said curtailing Australian coal 
and gas exports was “not on the agenda” under his COP leadership.  

●​ No clear public climate-security framework: Australia still lacks a clear, public, whole-of-government 
framework showing how escalating climate risks are being integrated into defence strategy, foreign 
policy, regional security and national-security decision-making. 

●​ Classified national-security assessment: The Office of National Intelligence completed an 
assessment of the national-security implications of climate change in 2022. It remains classified. A 
Senate committee subsequently recommended that the government table a declassified version in 
Parliament. 

●​ National Climate Risk Assessment: Australia’s first National Climate Risk Assessment was released 
in 2025. A Senate committee has also recommended that the government be required to formally 
respond to the risks identified in future assessments. 

Spokesperson:​
Admiral Chris Barrie AC (Ret)​
Former Chief of the Australian Defence Force​
Available for interview/background briefing. 

Media contact:​
Luke Taylor​
+61 449 641 160​
info@aslcg.org 

 

https://www.aslcg.org
https://www.aslcg.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/ASLCG_ActionPlan-1.pdf
https://www.aslcg.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/AClimateFirstForeignPolicy.pdf
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