Open Letter

AUSTRALIA'S GREATEST
SECURITY BLIND SPOT

Australia urgently needs a climate security plan

Australia faces a summer of deadly heat, with an We renew our call on the Australian Government
unprecedented “super” El Nifo underway forecast to make climate security a national priority by:
to bring record global temperatures over the next 1
year. These risks will intensify as the climate
continues to warm.

Telling Australians the full risks

2. Establishing climate-threat intelligence

. . . and early warning capability
Climate disruption, extreme heatwaves and drought

threaten Australians’ health and livelihoods, our
energy and transport systems, water security, crops . Ending new coal and gas licences and
and livestock, and food prices. These are not simply accelerating decarbonisation
environmental impacts, but national security and
cost-of-living risks for Australia and the region.

Preparing for food and cost-of-living shocks

Establishing a climate security taskforce

Putting climate risk at the centre of national

The Australian Government has said little about security planning

these threats. A 2022 Office of National Intelligence

report on climate and security risks remains hidden. . .
There has been no systemic policy action. Australia urgently needs a credible

One of Australia’s closest security partners, c“mate__secu”ty plan ﬂ'.lat matches
the United Kingdom, has moved decisively to put the seriousness now being shown

climate risk at the heart of its foreign and security by one of our closest allies.
policy, and has established a dedicated high-level

climate security taskforce. Its planning includes

food and water security, supply chains, economic

disruption and regional instability. Australia should

now urgently take comparable steps.
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Join the conversation: Climate & Security Webinar examining the UK response and what it means for Australia.
8 October. Register at aslcg.org




